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yet done. The Parliament has been most serene, but there is a storm in the air : the Prince waits for an opportunity of erecting his standard, and a disputed election6 between him and the Grenvilles is likely very soon to furnish the occasion. We are to have another contest about Lord Bath's borough7, which Mr. Chute's brother formerly lost, and which his colleague, Luke Eobinson, has carried by a majority of three, though his competitor8 is returned. Lord Bath wrote to a man for a list of all that would be against him: the man placed his own and his brother's names at the head of the list.
"We have operas, but no company at them ; the Prince and Lord Middlesex impresarii. Plays only are in fashion: at one house the best company that perhaps ever were together, Quin9, Garrick, Mrs. Pritchard10, and Mrs. Gibber u: at the other, Barry12, a favourite young actor, and the Violette13, whose dancing our friends don't like; I scold them, but all the answer is, ' Lord! you are so English!' If I do clap sometimes when they don't, I can fairly say with (Edipus,
My hands are guilty, but my heart is free. Adieu!
245.   To HOEACE MANN.
Arlington Street, Christmas Day, 1746.
WE are in great expectation of farther news from Genoa, which the last accounts left in the greatest confusion, and
6  At Bridportj   Captain Thomas     Vaughan    (1711-1768).     She    was Q-renville was returned a member     Horace    Walpole's    neighbour    at on Deo. 12,1746.                                  Twickenham at a later date.
7  Heydon.    Walpole.                            n Mrs. Susannah Maria Gibber,
8  Samuel G-umley.   In Feb. 1747,     n6e Arne (1714-1766).
the return was amended, and Mr.         *2 Spranger Barry (1719-1777), a
Eobinson was declared elected.             formidable rival of Garrick.
u James Quin (1693-1766), the wit        18 A German, afterwards married
and actor.                                            to Garriok. Walpole.
10 Mrs.   Hannah   Pritchard,   n6e